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Jacob Moves to Egypt (Genesis 46 - 47)

Main Point: We can trust God's promises.
Key Verse: Lord and King, you are God! Your words can be trusted. You have promised many good things to me. - 2 Samuel 7:28
Materials: One large brown paper bag, one chair
Personal Connection:

· Say: How many of you have ever had to trust someone or something? If we stop and think about it, we all make decisions to trust people and things every day without even realizing it. For example, you trusted your car to get you here to church this morning. You trust your teachers at school to teach you the right information. You trust your house to protect you from the weather. You trust your parents to take care of you and provide for you.
Hands on Application:
· Say: But how do we know what we should and shouldn't trust? Let's make a decision about trusting right now. Unfold the paper bag and set it on the floor upside-down. Place a chair next to the bag. Now, which one of these would you trust to hold you up? Who would trust the paper bag? Let students answer. If any student says that they would trust the bag, even jokingly, have them come up and ask them to sit on the bag.
· Say: Okay, not many of us would trust the bag to hold us up. But how many of us would trust the chair to hold us up? Ask a student to come up and sit in the chair, showing that it indeed is trustworthy. Thank your student and have him or her sit down.
Group Discussion:

· Say: So what did we decide? That the chair is more trustworthy than the bag. But why did we decide this? What makes the chair more trustworthy than the bag? The chair is strong, solid, sturdy. It has been tried and proven to be trustworthy in the past.
· Say: You know, even more than you can trust this chair to hold you up when you sit in it, you can trust God to keep every one of His promises. Jacob trusted God when He promised Jacob that He would go with him to Egypt and that Jacob’s family would become a great nation there. God proved that He was all-powerful, strong, and full of grace. Time after time, God keeps His promises and proves Himself to be completely, 100% trustworthy.
· Say: On the other hand, trusting in your own wisdom, any other person’s wisdom, or anything other than God is like trusting the paper bag to hold you up. The Egyptians didn’t know the one true God. They trusted their own gods to provide for them during the famine. Of course, their gods could do nothing for them, and they were forced to sell everything, including themselves, in order to buy enough food to survive. They put their trust in something other than God's promises – something that was just not trustworthy. It is ALWAYS best to trust God's promises!
· Ask for a volunteer to look up and read Numbers 23:19.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will remember that God is completely trustworthy because He always keeps His promises! Pray that they will never trust anything more than God's promises. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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